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CUSTODY RIGHTS BETWEEN UNMARRIED PERSONS 
This brochure is about what happens when a parent with a child wants
to move out of state or more than fifty (50) miles away from the other
parent.

Tennessee has a law that requires a parent with a minor child who
wants to move out of state or more than fifty (50) miles away from the
other parent to do certain things before moving. This law only applies if
the parent who wants to move either lives with the child or visits the
child and, if it is the child’s father, who has already established
paternity through the court.

This brochure is only intended as a short summary of Tennessee law on
parental relocation. For further information, you should consult an
attorney.

Notice to the other parent: The parent who wants to move must
send the other parent a written notice before they move.

The notice should tell the other parent where they are moving
and their reasons for moving. Also, it has to tell the other
parent that they have the right to file a petition in court
within thirty (30) days if they do not agree with the move or
the moving parent will be allowed to move automatically. 
 The notice has to be sent by certified or registered mail to
the other parent.
The notice has to be sent at least sixty (60) days before the
move

New visitation schedule: After giving notice, the parent who is
moving must see if the other parent will agree to a new visitation
schedule, including transportation costs for exchange of the child.
If the parents cannot agree on a new schedule, the parent wanting
to move must file a petition in court to change visitation to a
schedule that will work after the move. The court will hold a
hearing and decide

WHAT DOES THE LAW REQUIRE?



WHAT IF THE PARENT WHO IS NOT MOVING IS AGAINST
THE PARENT MOVING WITH THE CHILD? 

The parent who is moving away must file a petition with the court
asking for approval of the relocation by the court. The non-moving
parent must file a response within 30 days to prevent the move. 

Alternately, the non-moving parent may file a petition opposing
the move within thirty (30) days of the parent receiving the notice
from the other parent about moving. 

The court will decide whether the parent wanting to move with the
child will be allowed to move and take the child with them.

 If no petition against the move is filed, the parent who wants to
move with the child is allowed to move as long as new visitation
schedule is in place.

  



LAET'S OFFICES ARE OPEN
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY FROM 8:30 AM TO 5:00 PM

Linea Gratis en Español 1 (866) 408-6573
 

No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, or
national origin, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination

under, any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.
 

This pamphlet is intended for general information only. The circumstances
of every case are different and need to be dealt with on a case-by-case

basis. This is not a substitute for the advice of a lawyer. Also, the law may
change and may be different from county to county.

 

GENERAL OFFICES
Providing civil legal assistance to East Tennessee residents

CHATTANOOGA 
(423) 756-4013 
(800) 572-7457 

KNOXVILLE 
(865) 637-0484 

JOHNSON CITY 
(423) 928-8311 
(800) 821-1312 

MORRISTOWN 
(423) 587-4850 
(800) 821-1309

CLEVELAND 
(423) 303-2266 
(800) 572-7457 

MARYVILLE 
(865) 981-1818 

FAMILY JUSTICE CENTERS
Providing legal help for those in abusive, violent, and trafficking situations

BRANCH HOUSE - THE FAMILY JUSTICE 
CENTER OF SULLIVAN COUNTY

(423) 574-7233

JOHNSON CITY / WASHINGTON 
COUNTY FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER 

(423) 722-3720

CHATTANOOGA FAMILY 
JUSTICE CENTER
(423) 643-7604

KNOXVILLE FAMILY 
JUSTICE CENTER
(865) 215-6830


