OFFICE HOURS AND LOCATIONS
Legal Aid of East Tennessee offices are open from 8:30 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
Monday through Friday.
Executive Director - David Yoder
(865) 637-0484
Northern Region:

Associate Director - Eric Miller

Johnson City Office
311 West Walnut Street
Johnson City, TN 37604
(423) 928-8311
1-800-821-1312
Fax: (423) 928-9488
Central Region:

Morristown Office
1001 West Second North Street
Morristown, TN 37814
(423) 587-4850
1-800-821-1309
Fax: (423) 587-4857
Associate Director - Debra House

Knoxville Office
502 South Gay Street, Suite 404
Knoxville, TN 37902
(865) 637-0484
Fax: (865) 525-1162
and (865) 525-5277
Southern Region:

Maryville Office
Compton Place
307 Ellis Avenue
Maryville, TN 37801
(865) 981-1818
Fax: (865) 981-1816

LEGAL AID OF
EAST TENNESSEE

Associate Director - Russell Fowler

Chattanooga Office
744 McCallie Avenue, Suite 410
Chattanooga, TN 37403
(423) 756-4013
1-800-572-7457
Fax: (423) 265-4164
Linea Gratis en Español

PARENTAL RELOCATION

Cleveland Office
85 Central Avenue, NW
Cleveland, TN 37311
(423) 479-8577
1-800-445-3219
Fax: (423) 339-3282

1-866-408-6573

No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color or national origin, be
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.
This pamphlet is intended for general information only. The circumstances of every case are
different and need to be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. This is not a substitute for the
advice of a lawyer. Also, the law may change and may be different from county to county.
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Serving Bledsoe, Bradley, Blount, Carter, Cocke, Grainger, Greene,
Hamblen, Hamilton, Hancock, Hawkins, Jefferson, Johnson, Knox,
Loudon, Marion, McMinn, Meigs, Monroe, Polk, Rhea, Sequatchie,
Sevier, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington Counties

INTRODUCTION

2. New visitation schedule:

This pamphlet is about what happens when a parent with a child wants
to move out of state or more than a hundred miles away from the other
parent.

After giving notice, the parent who is
moving must see if the other parent will
agree to a new visitation schedule. If the
parents cannot agree on a new schedule,
the parent wanting to move must file a
petition in court to change visitation to a
schedule that will work after the move.
The court will hold a hearing and decide
on a new visitation schedule.

Tennessee has a law that requires a parent with a minor child who wants
to move out of state or more than a hundred miles away from the other
parent to take certain steps before moving. This law only applies if the
parent who wants to move either lives with the child or visits the child
and, if it is the child’s father, who has already established parentage
through the court.

What if the parent who is not moving is against
the parent moving with the child?

This pamphlet is only intended as a short summary of Tennessee law on
parental relocation. For further information, you should consult an
attorney.

1. The parent who is not moving can file a petition in court asking the
court not to allow the other parent to move with the child.

What Does The Law Require?

1. Notice to the other parent: The parent who wants to move must
send the other parent a written notice before they move.
a. The notice should tell the other parent where they are moving
and their reasons for moving. Also, it has to tell the other
parent that they have the right to file a petition in court within
thirty (30) days if they do not agree with the move.
b. The notice has to be sent by certified mail to the other parent.
c. The notice has to be sent at least sixty (60) days before the
move.

2. The petition must be filed within thirty (30) days of the parent
receiving the notice from the other parent about moving.
(See paragraph 1 under What Does The Law Require?).

3.

The court will decide whether the parent wanting to move with the
child will be allowed to move and take the child with them.

4.

If no petition against the move is filed, the parent who wants to
move with the child is allowed to move as long as a new visitation
schedule is in place.

